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SUBJECT: ACTIONS TAKEN WITH REGARD TO ECONOMIC AND 
MILITARY ASSISTANCE TO ETHIOPIA 

REFERENCE: ADDIS ABABA 14026 AND 14154 

1. IN VIEW OF THE EXECUTIONS WHICH TOOK PLACE IN ADDIS 
ABABA LAST SATURDAY AND EMBASSY'S RECOMMENDATIONS AS EX- 
PRESSED IN REFTEL, THE DEPARTMENT HAS MADE THE FOLLOWING 
DECISIONS WHICH ARE STRICTLY FYI ONLY AND ARE NOT REPEAT 
NOT TO BE CONVEYED TO ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT. 

A) UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE OR IN THE ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC 
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CONTRARY, NO ADDITIONAL MILITARY EQUIP- 
MENT WILL BE DELIVERED TO ETHIOPIA, NO ADDITIONAL U.S. 
MILITARY PERSONNEL WILL BE ASSIGNED THERE, AND NO NEW 
MILITARY AGREEMENTS WILL BE CONCLUDED. 

B) UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE OR IN THE ABSENCE OF SPECIFIC 
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INSTRUCTIONS TO THE CONTRARY, NO NEW AGREEMENTS WILL BE 
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CONCLUDED WITH ETHIOPIA IN THE FIELDS OF ECONOMIC AID OR 
DROUGHT RELIEF, RECOVERY AND REHABILITATION. 

2. THE FOREGOING HAS BEEN COORDINATED WITH DOD/ISA, AND 
WITH AID. IN RESPONSE TO PRESS QUERIES TODAY RE STATUS OF 

AID PROGRAMS. DEPT. SPOKESMAN INDICATED THEY WERE QTE UNDER 
REVIEW UNQTE. DEPT. SPOKESMAN DELIBERATELY REFRAINED FROM 

REFERRING TO POLICY DECISIONS SET FORTH ABOVE WHICH WE 
BELIEVE WILL PROBABLY BECOME KNOWN IN TIME. FULL TEXT 
OF SPOKESMAN S REMARKS CONTAINED SEPTEL. 

3. YOUR 14154 JUST RECEIVED. DECISION TO DEFER MAP 
DELIVERIES TO ETHIOPIA AND CONCLUSION OF ANY NEW MILITARY 
OR ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE ARRANGEMENTS REFLECTS VERY STRONG 
PUBLIC AND PRIVATE REACTION AGAINST NOVEMBER 23RD EXECU- 
TIONS AND CONCERN THAT EX-EMPEROR WILL BE NEXT VICTIM. 
DEPARTMENT PRESS SPOKESMAN TODAY WAS PRESSED VERY HARD 
REGARDING EXTENT TO WHICH USG IS ENDEAVORING TO INTER- 
VENE WITH PMG IN ORDER TO AVERT FURTHER TRAGEDY. WE HAVE 
ALREADY RECEIVED A NUMBER OF CONGRESSIONAL INQUIRIES 

(E.G. SENATORS KENNEDY AND HUGHES, CONGRESSMEN DIGGS AND 
HAYS) REGARDING SITUATION IN ETHIOPIA, FATE OF HAILE 
SELASSIE, AND USG POLICY TOWARD MOST RECENT DEVELOP- 
MENTS THERE. 

4. FOR THESE REASONS AS WELL AS OUR CONCERN FOR LONGER 
TERM U S -ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS, WE BELIEVE MILITARY AUTHO- 
RITIES SHOULD BE AWARE OF WIDESPREAD PRIVATE AND PUBLIC 
ATTENTION THEIR ACTIONS HAVE DRAWN THIS COUNTRY. WHILE 
NOT ANNOUNCING POLICY DECISIONS WE HAVE TAKEN (PARAS A 
AND B ABOVE) IN MILITARY AND ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE FIELDS, 

WE BELIEVE IT WAS ESSENTIAL TO INDICATE, AS DEPART- 
MENT SPOKESMAN DID INDICATE TODAY, THAT OUR PROGRAMS ARE 
UNDER REVIEW LEST USG APPEAR TO BE INDIFFERENT TO WHAT 
HAS OCCURRED. WISH EMPHASIZE THESE DECISIONS STRICTLY 

FYI ONLY. 

5. FOREGOING ALSO IS BASIS FOR OUR INSTRUCTION TO YOU 
RE APPROACH TO ETHIOPIAN AUTHORITIES ON HAILE SELASSIE, 
NOTWITHSTANDING ASSURANCES EMBASSY HAD RECEIVED FROM 
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FOREIGN MINISTRY, AND WHICH YOU REPORTED BY TELEPHONE, 

THAT AL-NAHAR REPORT WAS WITHOUT FOUNDATION. ACCORDINGLY, 
YOU SHOULD MAKE MAXIMUM EFFORT OBTAIN CATEGORIC ASSURANCES 
THAT NO FURTHER EXECUTIONS WILL TAKE PLACE AND THAT HAILE 
SELASSIE'S LIFE WILL BE SPARED. YOU SHOULD ALSO STATE IN 
OUR JUDGMENT WORLD OPINION WOULD BE SATISFIED WITH NOTHING 
LESS. INGERSOLL 
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